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Member Composition:  

Dr. Amita Valmiki – Head, Department of Philosophy was the chairperson of the meeting. 

Mr. Chinmay Bapat, Assistant Professor was the faculty present from the Department of 

Psychology. 

Dr. Sangeeta Kamath – Head, Department of Psychology, Ramnarain Ruia Autonomous 

College was the subject expert present from the parent university. Dr. Mohita Junnarkar –

Associate Professor and Assistant Dean (Research), Jindal Institute of Behavioural Sciences 

and Ms. Darshana Kulkarni – Assistant Professor, Maniben Nanvati Women’s College were 

the subject experts present from outside the parent university. Mr. Adwait Kapileshwari – 

Sports Psychologist practicing at NCSI, Mumbai and Practennis School of Tennis, Mumbai 

attended the meeting as an industry expert. 

Dr. Uma Shankar – Principal and Head, Department of Philosophy, SIES College could not 

join the meeting due to technical issues. However, the expert provided their comments and 

suggestions post the meeting based on the minutes discussed. 

 

  



MINUTES 

 

Agenda: 

The main agenda was put forth in front of the BOS members. Approval and 

suggestions were requested of the experts for SYBA Psychology Syllabus and alternative 

evaluation methods for both FYBA & SYBA Internal Assessments. The core courses – Social 

Psychology & Developmental Psychology were same as the University of Mumbai Syllabus 

with no revisions. It was noted that, NPTEL courses (based on availability at the time of 

applying) will be introduced under Discipline Specific Elective at the SYBA level for 2 

credits. An alternative course for NPTEL courses – “Basics of Research Methodology” was 

introduced in the syllabus for the same 2 credits. It was clarified that the alternative course 

will be conducted in case the NPTEL courses become unfeasible due to practical or 

administrative reasons. 

Suggestions/ Comments/ Modifications: 

 Experts approved the introduction of the “Basics of Research Methodology” course 

and also agreed upon its importance in laying down a foundation for understanding of 

research; as well as bridging the gap in first-second to third year syllabi (i.e. less emphasis 

given for research in the former years as per the current syllabi). It was suggested that a more 

narrative approach be taken in the delivery of the course – taking simpler research papers as 

examples; and explaining concepts of hypothesis, literature review, method etc. in a story 

telling format. It was suggested that, Kothari (2008) should be used as a primary reference for 

the course; and Kerlinger (1995) of Surjeet Publication should not be used as a reference due 

to its poor quality. 

 Regarding NPTEL courses, it was suggested that they be supplemented with lectures 

on basic research process and methodology. It was noted by the faculty that, the same 

suggestion can be alternatively implemented in the Value-Added Course to be introduced 

from the academic year 2022-23. The NPTEL courses should be accompanied by continuous 

assessments at the college level and not just one assessment at the end of the course. The 

evaluation and credits of the course will be determined by the evaluation conducted at the 

college level itself. 



 For Developmental Psychology Course, it was suggested that the current syllabus 

components be reduced to the most essential and that certain units be combined together (eg. 

physical and cognitive development at each stage) to incorporate the missing stages of 

development post middle childhood. Accordingly, developmental stages till ‘preschool years’ 

may be covered in the third semester. Developmental stages ‘middle childhood’ till 

‘adulthood’ may be covered in the fourth semester. 

 Other minor suggestions included changing the wording of the syllabi – which will not 

be exactly similar to the chapters of the reference books; not including the term “cures” for 

stereotypes; and specifying the number of hours allotted for each semester. 

 FYBA Syllabus had no revisions and hence will be continued as the same for the next 

academic year 2022-23. 

Alternative Modes of Evaluation: 

Finally, the proposed alternative modes of evaluation for one of the Internal 

Assessments for both FYBA and SYBA (Essay Assignment/ Open book test/ Presentations) 

were approved. Experts also suggested some additional modes of evaluation: 

Group discussions (to critically analyze and discuss research findings) were also 

proposed as an evaluation method. In addition, screening of relevant movies followed by 

group discussions or debates was another suggestion. Specifically for Social Psychology, 

small social experiments can be assigned and reports can be submitted by students. Similarly 

for Developmental Psychology, case studies can be given to analyze and report; as well as 

assignments of observing developmental stages in children can be given. 

Members were finally briefed about the conduct of the FYBA Psychology course in 

2021-22; the student satisfaction survey was discussed; and the newly established Psychology 

Association – “Psychosphere” and its conducted activities were reported. 
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